PATENT 
Docket No. 287,0002 0101 



IN THE UNITED STATES P ATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant(s): Brandenburger et aL 
Sci ijal No.. Unassigned 
Filed: Herewith 



Group Art Unit: Unknown 
Examiner: Unknown 



For: COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 



ELECTION UNDER 37 CJF.R. S3.71. REVOCATION- 
POWER OF ATTORNEY. AND CERTIFICATE UNDER §3,73fh » 

Assistant Cornrnissjoner for Patents 
Box Palest Application 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The Assignee Valspar Sk>urcing, Inc. of the entire interest in the above-identified 
application hereby elects, under 37 CF-R. §3.71, to prosecute the application to the exclusion of 
the inventors. 

The Assignee hereby revokes any previous Powers of Attorney and appoints: 

Adams, Matthew W. Reg. No. 43,459 

Albin, Loren D. Reg. No. 37,763 

Franklin, Kathleen L. Reg. No. 47,574 

Gcbhardt, Mark J. Reg. No. 35,5 18 

Huebsch, Joseph C. Reg. No, 42,673 

Johnson, Nancy A. Reg. No. 47,266 

Mueiing, Ann M. Reg. No. 33,977 

Provence, David L, Reg. No. 43,022 

Raasch, Kevin W. Reg. No, 35,651 

Sandberg, Victoria A. Reg. No. 41,287 

Ubel, Andrew Reg. No. 36,704 

as its attorney or agent (with full powers of appointment, substitution and revocation) to 
prosecute tbe application, and any division, continuation, continuation-in-part, Jteexamination or 
reissue thereof, to make alterations and amendments therein, and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith, and to receive any Letters Patent. 



El«sti6n Un«i«r 37 CF.R. $53.71, Revocation, Power <>f Attorney and Certificate under §3.73(b) Page 2 of 2 
Serial No.: Unassigned 
Filed: Herewith 

Hdc: c:p AUNG COMPOSITIONS COHTATNTKQ LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 



Please send correspondence to the following address: 

Attention: Ann M. Mueting 

Meeting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 

P.O. Box 581415 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-14 1 5 

Customer Number 2$,S13 

VaJspar Sourdng, Inc., a corporation organized and existing nnder and by virtue 
of the laws of the State of Minnesota, and having an office and place or business at 1101 Third 
S.lreel SouiK Minneapolis, MN 554 i S _ certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title, and 
interest in the patent application identified above by virtue of an assignment from the inventors, 
a copy of which is attached, 1 have reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent 
application identified above and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee 
identified above. 

I am empowered to sign this certificate on behalf of the assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that 
these statements are made with the knowjedge that willful false statements, and the like so made, 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United 
Slates Code, and thai such wUlful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 

ASSIGNEE: 
Valspar Sourcing, Inc. 

Date Signature 

Andrew Ubfel 



Typed or Printed. Name 



Secretary 
TiUe 
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DECLARATION 

We, Larry B. BniniJcnburger, Bnica Sicfclcsieel. and Mary Jane Owens, declare thai.: (13 our respective 
citizenships and resfdcncc/mailing addreasca are indicated below; (2) we have reviewed and understand the con stents of 
ihe specification identified below, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically refeired to herein, 
(3) we believe that we are ihe anginal, first, and joint inventors of the subject roaner in 

COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 

Piling Date: Herewith gcriaI No . Ufia!;siglied 

described and claimed therein and for which a paicnl is sought; and (4) we hereby acknowledge our duty to diji Jlose to 
the Uninsd Stales Patent and Trademark OXlice all iirfbrjnprion known to us to be material to the paientabiliLy as defined 
in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1,56*" 

We hereby claim foreign priority benefits under TWe 35, United States Code, § 1 l9(aHd) or §365(b 1 of any 
foreign application^) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below, or S365(a) of any PCT inteniarioiia] application 
which designates at least one country other than the United States of America listed below, and have also id.rcrified 
beJow any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or any PCT international application having a filing 
date belore that of the application on the basis of which priority h claimed: 

a. ?L n » sueh applications have been filed. 

b. _ such applications have been ftted as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 
35 USC §ll9(»Md), §365fa), and/or S36S(W 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, yeair) 


BATEOFlSSUlj 
(day, month, year} 










- 










ALL FOREIGN APPLICATIONS, IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATIONS 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
Mags month, year) 


DATEOFISSUS 
(day, month, yeasi 



















Tint 37, Code of Ffcteral RegiifcrJrvw. fi I „i6 fe reproduced on Uie auacfaed page. 



Declaraiion 

Serial No. Unassigned 

Fslritg Date: Herewith 

Title: COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 



Pag* 2 of 4 



We hereby claim ihc benefit under Title 35, United States Code §U9(c) of any United States Divisional 
application^) lifted below. 

a. _ no such applications have been filed. 

b- X_ such applications have been filed as follows: 



| PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONCS), IF ANY. UNDER 35 CSC 511<tfe> 


1 APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


60/270.680 


22 February 2001 







^ ^° hCieby Ckiin * e benefiT Undcr THle 35 ' Uniled States Co<te ' § 120 of ™y ™ Tftd s * te * applicaions i 
§365(c) of any PCT international applications) designating the United States of America, listed below. 

a- no «" c h applications have been filed- 

b. _ such applications have been filed as follows: 



.ft! 
I"* 



APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FDLINC 
(day, month, year) 


STATUS 
(patented, pending, abandn iied) 















r Insoftl ^ 115 ^ subject matter of each of the clwas of this application is not disclosed in the prior Unite, l Slates 
or PCX international application in the manner provided by the first, paragraph of Tille 35, United Stares Codu §112, 
we acknowledge the duly to disclose maierial informaiion as defined in Tide 37, Code of Federal Regulation* §1 56 
which occurred h^Lwc^ ihc filing dale of the prior application and the national or PCT inremwional tiling dale of this 
application. 



The undersigned declare further that all statements made herein of iheir own knowledge are true and that all 
siatemenis made on Infonnotion and belief are believed to be mac; and further thai these statements were made with die 
knowledge that willful fete statements and ihc like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both , under 
Section 1001 of Title IS of the United Scales Code and Thai such willful false statements may jeopardize Ihc vajidirv of 
the application or any patent issuing: mereon. 



Wherefore, we pray thai Letters patem be granted to us for the invention described and claimec in the 
speaficatlon Identified above and wc hereby subscribe our names to the foregoing Specificaiion. claims, and 
Declaration, on the date indicated below. 



Declaration 
Serial No- Unassigned 
Filing Date: Herewith 
Title.- COATING C O MP&STDQN i 

Citizenship: United Stales of Ameificq 
Residence/Mailing Address: 694Q Wesi Shadow Lakes Drive 

Lino Lakes, Minnesota 55014 



LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 




Bruce SicklesteeJ 

Citizenship: United Stalin of America 
Residence/Mailing Address; 604 John CpurL 

Scbaumburs, Illinois 60193 



Mary Jane Owens ~* — 

Citizenship: United Slates of America 
ResidenceyMailing Address: 1510 Freed Road 

Sycamore, Illinois 601 7S 



Declaration B , 

Serial No. Unaligned Ci e 4 0/4 

Filing Doit: Herewith 

Tale: COATI NG COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOWVOC COMPOUNDS • 

§ 1,56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

• J fl) _ ,. A P 3 * 2 " 1 by "is very nature is affected wilh a public interest. The public interest is best Mr*], and 
we most effccUvc patent examination occurs when, at the time an applicaiion is being examined, the Office is (.ware of 
and evaluates ihe teachings of ail infonnation material to patentability, Each individual associated with the fife- and 
prosecution of apjucnl application has a duty ©icandor and good fahn in dealing with die Office, which includes a duty 
to dolose io Ac Office an information known to that individual to he material lo patentability as defined in this section. 
The duty to discloss mformaiion exists withrespectto each ptmdmg claim tmcU the cla^ 

consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a claim that is 
cancelled or witodrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability 
of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty ro submit information whit h is not 
material to the paientabihLy of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known lo be material to 
patentability i H deemed to be satisfied if all inmrmalion known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a 
patent was cued by the Cffice or submitted to Uie Office in the manner prescribed by §§1.97(b>(d) and 1.98 However 
no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced or alter tpied or 
c^efbUy « cam i„t SUre ^ VJ ° tlmUSh rBiUl ° f btejltional ^conduct. The Office encourages applicants to 

( 1 ) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office In a counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest vnfommuon over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patentaMy defines, to make sure Uiat any material info rmatwn 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office, 

alread^oF^^P ^"iS",?^ inf °™ at j 0jl is "M™* 1 to Patentability when it is not cumulative to information 

already of record or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) ^establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, aprima facie case of unpatentability 
of a claim; nr 

(2) It. refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position ihs applicant takes in: 

(0 Opposing an argument or unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 
(") Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prim* facie case of unpatentability is established when die information compel* a conclusion that a claim is 
unpatemable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of^roof siandard, giving each term in the claim its Wdcsl 
reasonable construe*™ constslcnl with ih e speciflcadon, and before any consideration is given lo evidence wh ich may 
be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

-. <■ ( °L IndividurfsE ^ iM ^ wim toc^^ 

(1 ) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person woo is substantively involved in the prtsparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone To whom the e is an 
obligation to assign the application. 

™r^i , *. Iddivi,Jua,s otheT man attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by Closing 
information lo the attorney, agent or inventor, 

rwff JSh if ft0nUm, t alion - Jn -P«« application, the daty under this section induces the duty to dfeclei* to the 

Office all informanon known to thepcrson lobe material to patentability, as define in paragraph^) of this section, which 

^LT^ elW6 t n d3te ° f » he Priw "PP^on and me national or PCTin^national filing dale of the 

conu nuau o n-i n-part application. 
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DECLARATION 

We T T^arry B. Brandenburger, Hmce Sidctestcel, and Mary Jane Owens, declare that: (1) our respective 
citizenships and residence/mailing addresses are indicated below; (2) we have reviewed and understand che contents of 
the specification identified below, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to herein, 
(3) we believe that wc are the original, first, and joint inventor* of die subject mailer in 

COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 

Filing Date. Herewith Sena! m 0 . Unassigned 

described and claimed therein and lor which a paienr is sought; and (4) we hereby acknowledge our duty to dhclo.se to 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office al) information known to us to be material to the patentability as defined 
in Tide 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § J 56/ 

We hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United Slates Code. § 1 19(a)-(d) or §365{b) of any 
foreign application^) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below, or §365(a) of any PCT international application 
which designates at least one country other than the Uniied Slates of America listed below, and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or any PCT international application having a filing 
date before that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

a - 2L 110 such applications have been filed. 

b. *uch applications have been filed as follows. 



FOREIGN APPLICATIONS), IF, 
35 USC§U9(aMd), 


ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 
S365(a), and/or §365(b> 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISvSUE 
(day, month, year) 



















1 ALL FOREIGN APPLICATIONS, IF ANY r FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATIONS 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



















Tide 37, Code at' K«dend Regulation*, $1 56 is reproduced <►* the anathed p»ige. 



Declaration Page 2 of 4 

Senai No, Unasxigned 
Filing Dare: Herewith 

me: COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 



We hereby claim the benefir under Title 35, United States Code § J 19(c) of any United Slates provision**} 
uppliCMlon(^) listed below. 

a. _ no such applications have been filed. 

b Jt_ such applications have been filed as follows; 



PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS). IF ANY, UNDER 35 USC S119fe) 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


60/270,680 


22 February 2001 _| 







We hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States applications or 
§365(c) of any PCT international application(s) designating the United Slates of America, listed below. 

a - X_ n0 sut -n applications have been tiled. 

b. _ such applications have been ijled as follows: 



1 

APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


STATUS 
{patented, pendmg , abandoned) 















Insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States 
or PCT international application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United Slates Code, § 1 12, 
we acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as defined in Title 37 T Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56 
which occurred between the tiling date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing dare of this 
application. 



The undersigned declare further that all statements made herein of their own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to he true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable hy fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Tide 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Wherefore, wc pray that Letters Patent he granted lo us for the invention described and claimed in the 
specification identified above and we hereby subscribe our names lo the foregoing specification, claims, and 
Declaration, on the dale indicated below. 



Dedai ativn f a g € jj 0 f 4 

Serial No. Urt assigned 
hiUng Date: Herewith 

Tale: COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 



■ - -3? 

111! 



Larry 13. Brandenburgcr Date 
Citizenship: United States of America 
Residence/Mailing Address: 6940 West Shadow Lakes Drive 
^ Lino Lakes. Minnesota 55014 

Bruce Sicklt'slcel Daie 
Citizenship: United Smes of America 
Residence/Mailing Address; 604 John Court 

Schaumnurg* Illinois 60193 




MxtryOag^freiis Date 
Citiz^n^bjp: United States of America 

Residence/Mailing Addiess: 1 5 10 P i Lx d Road ft oaterc** Or . 



■5 



Declaration Page 4 of 4 

Serial No. Unaligned 
Filing Dole: Herewith 

Tirle: COATING COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 



§ \ Duty to disclose informal ion material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature ts affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and 
the most effective patent examination occurs when* at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of 
and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentability. Bach individual asst>ciaied with the filing and 
prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty 
to disclose to the Office alt information known to thai individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. 
The duly to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from 
consideration* or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to die patentability of a claim that is 
cancelled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability 
of any claim remaining: under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not 
material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to 
patentability is deemed to be satisfied if aJl information known to be materia] lo patentability of any claim issued in a 
patent was ciied by the Office or submitted to the Office in the wanner prescribed by S§ 1 .97 {by {6) and 1 .95. However, 
no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced or attempted or 
the duty of disclosure was violated through had faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to 
carefully examine: 

(1 ) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patem office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patcnlably defines, to make sure that any material information 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is nor cumulative io information 
already of record or being made of record in ihe application, and 

(1 ) Tt establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie ease of unpaiemabil rty 
of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes io: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is 
unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest 
reasonable construction consistent with the Specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may 
be submitted in an attempt lo establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 



(c) Individuals associated wuh the filmg or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this 
section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Bach attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with Lhe inventor, wjrh me assignee or with anyone to whom there is an 
obligation to assign die application. 

(d) Individuals other than ihe attorney . agent or inventor may comply wuh this section by disclosing 

information to the attorney, agent, or inventor- 

(e) In any ctmunuation-m-part application, the duty under this section includes the d uly to disclose to die 



Office all information known ro the person lo be mnteri al to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which 
became available between the tiling date of the prior application and die national or PCT international filing date ot the 
continuation-in-part application. 



